
Notre Dame Law Studentsõ Society 

Welcome back to 2010! 
  
To many students, this may be your first  
Sundry Crimes. I hope that you enjoy reading 
about the many goings on about the place. 
Law Students often have a reputation for  
being loud and boisterous around campus, 
and I look forward to seeing you all continue 
on with the traditions of those that have gone 
before you and get involved. 
  
This year NDLSS is aiming to get students more 
involved than ever before. We want to be an 
all ς encompassing body that truly represents 
you. Please come forward with any ideas and 
suggestions you may have and we will do the 
best we can to accom-

modate you. Grab your local NDLSS Commit-
tee Member and let your voice be heard. 
  
For many members of my peer group, this is 
your final year at the University of Notre 
Dame. I encourage you to make the most of 
this time, we all know how good uni life is, and 
once you go out into the big, bad world, I am 
sure you will miss the cruisiness of 3 days 
study a week. 
  
Keep your eyes open for all the opportunities 
and events happening this semester. The 
Cocktail Party is our biggest event of the  
ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 
you all there. The next issue of the Sundry 
Crimes will probably contain more than a few 
photos! 
  
L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ .ŀǘŜƳŀƴΩǎ 
/ƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘΣ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀǿ 
/ƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƎŜǘ ƘŜŀǾƛŜǊΣ 
pulling your hair out in the Law Library. 
  
All the best for the year to come, 
[ȅƴŘǎŀȅ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴτNDLSS President  
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The Sundry Crimes 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

Lavan Golf Day 
 

- Saturday May 1 
- See Mike Lyndon-James  
for more details 
 
 
 

NDLSS Cocktail Party 
 
- Wednesday May 5  
- Canton Lounge Bar, Perth 
- Tickets $25/$30 available 
daily from NDLSS office  
 
 
 

Trial Advocacy competition  
 
- Round 1       15/04/20 
             @ Notre Dame 
- Semi Finals   22/04/10 
             @ Notre Dame 
- Grand Final  06/05/10  
             @ Jackson McDonald 
 
 

Law Ball 
 

- Saturday August 21 
- Burswood Grand Ballroom 

For more entertaining  comics, visit www.littlelaw.net  

If you are interested in  

contributing in future 

 editions, please email  

publication@ndlss.org.au 
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- Monica Tarca 

In the early months of 2009 I was feeling very restless and bored of my usual uni routine and de-
cided that I wanted to study abroad. I felt that studying somewhere other than Perth would be a 
nice change of scenery and prevent me from becoming too bored with the day-to-day activities of 
uni in Freo and Perth in general. 

 
I decided to look into going on an exchange and went to speak to the very helpful staff at the study 
abroad office. They informed me that going overseas to study is a slightly more complicated proc-
ess than studying over at Sydney Notre Dame. It turned out that I could swap over to Sydney Notre 
5ŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ 9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘ ά{ȅŘƴŜȅ ŎŀƳπ
Ǉǳǎέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άCǊŜƳŀƴǘƭŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
amount of correspondence with the admin staff at Sydney Notre Dame I was enrolled! 
 
L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ 
resumé, or write a letter of interest, which I believe are requirements of studying overseas. I also 
liked the fact that I could transfer over to Sydney the very next semester, whereas to study over-
seas, I was told you were required to apply a few semesters before you actually go overseas. 
 
I was so impressed at how simple the whole process was and was getting very excited that in a 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŘŜπ
gree. 
 
The Notre Dame campus in Sydney did not have any campus accommodation, so I lived off campus 
ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƛƴ tŀŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǎƻ 
L ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǳƴƛΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ōǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛΣ ǘƘŜ 
city, the beach and anywhere else I needed to go. 
 
The Sydney Campus was smaller than the Fremantle campus, in size and in students. However it 
looked very similar, so I felt at home very quickly. As it was quite a small campus, it was easy to 
find my way around and because there were fewer students than the Freo campus, classes were 
smaller, so I made friends very easily. 
 
I would definitely recommend going on exchange to Notre Dame Sydney. It was really easy to or-
ganise, and I could go there the very next semester. It was very refreshing to get out of Perth for a 
few months, live somewhere different and meet new people. The move also helped break up what 
seemed like years of study I had ahead of me. Now I know that if in the two years I have left of my 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ōƻǊŜŘ ƻŦ tŜǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛ ŀǘ CǊŜƳŀƴǘƭŜΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 

 

SY D N E Y  N D A  C A M P U S 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.ndlss.org.au 

NDLSS Team Members 2010 

 

Lyndsay OõBrien President 

Odette Hurle Careers & Education 

Genevieve Smit Social 

Pat Jeffree Treasurer  

Sally Millar Secretary  

Madde Fisher Sponsorship 

George Mallis Competition 

Claire Hawke-Gundill Publications 

Mike Lyndon-James Sports 

Zsofia Gucia Mature Age 

Rhianna Hall Social Justice 

Erin Belser Final Year 

Michelle Jack Third Year  

Cameron Bourhill Second Year 

Shaun Mitchell First Year  

 

MAKING  THE  MOST OF UNI   
TA K E  T H O S E T R AV E L  O P P O RT U N I T I E S! 

 

Editorial note:  

If you are interested in transferring to Sydney for a 
semester , please see Chris Mulley for instructions 



 

- Luke Swanson 

Last semester I was lucky enough to be a member 
of the Study Abroad program at the Catholic Uni-
versity of America and participate in a Congres-
sional Internship on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
DC. This unique opportunity game me the chance 
to travel to the other side of the World, study at 
an American College, gain valuable work experi-
ence and truly immerse myself in American cul-
ture. 
 
I looked forward to the opportunity of moving 
out of home to live on Campus in an American 
College, and ensured I was adequately prepared 
by watching many typical American College mov-
ies: from American Pie to Old School.  
 
I began my trip with two fantastic weeks of site 
seeing in New York, before catching a train to the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ 
campus and meet my roommates. College life 
started the following Monday, with three units 
on Campus and the Congressional Internship as 
my fourth external unit. 
 
As fun as the units where on Campus, my Intern-
ship on Capitol Hill was what I was really looking 
forward too. Within my American Classes I had 
the chance to debate American students on the 
relevant merits of Health Care Reform and dis-
cuss ways to fix the Global Financial Crisis. 
 
I interned in the office of Marcy Kaptur, from the 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hƘƛƻΩǎ ƴƛƴǘƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎǿƻƳŀƴ 
Kaptur is the longest ever serving female democ-
rat in the American House of Representatives and 
has been often touted as a possible Vice-
President nominee. Interning in her office pro-
vided me with an opportunity to really appreciate 
the challenges the United States face as the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ {ǳǇŜǊ tƻǿŜǊΦ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊŜ wŜŦƻǊƳ 
was the most heated debate on the Hill during 
my internship, with the Republican Party fiercely 
opposing President Obama and Senate Majority 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ IŀǊǊȅ wŜƛŘΩǎ ŜŘƛŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
 
I was able to engage in policy research, creation, 
implementation, and hear Congressional Senate 
Committee hearings throughout my internship on 
the Hill. While there I tried to learn as much as I 
could on the many issues Congress was trying to 
tackle from climate change, trade liberalisation, 
and strengthening foreign policy to better do-
mestic education. The internship also provided 
me with the opportunity to meet many people 
and learn a lot about a different political system. 
One day I was fortunate enough to meet former 

Republican Presidential Nominee Senator John 
McCain from Arizona. 
 
A semester abroad should be considered by all 
Notre Dame University Law students as it pro-
vides a fantastic opportunity to get out of Austra-
lia and travel while learning. I was able to get out 
and truly experience what America had to offer 
including, College Football Games, playing water 
polo against college teams, going to see AC/DC 
and Bruce Springsteen, watch LeBron James and 
his Cleveland Cavaliers, Major League Baseball 
and watching Broadway musicals. Of course I 
would encourage everyone to apply as the Study 
Aboard program provides a wonderful opportu-
nity to travel (was able to go to NYC five times, 
Boston twice, Chicago, snowboarding in Whistler 
and extensively through Virginia and Maryland) 
and it also provides a valuable addition to any CV. 
 

 

W A S H I N G T O N  E X C H A N G E   
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Swanno with John McCain 
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- Jake Jackson 

As I imagine you all know, Work Experience for a 
law student is something that should never be 
refused. Aside from the benefits you receive by 
seeing the various terms and concepts you have 
learnt being put into practice, work experience in 
any aspect of the legal system is a fantastic op-
portunity to make connections and at the very 
least it acts as a resumé booster. However, com-
peting for internships and vacation clerkships is 
very tough. Ironically you are more likely to se-
cure a spot if you have experience at another 
firm, so a catch 22 arises in that those more likely 
to be chosen for work experience are those who 
have prior work experience. 

 

It is worth remembering that the application 
process for internships and clerkships is only one 
of several ways to obtain some legal experience. I 
was fortunate enough to obtain a 4 week intern-
ship at a London based Law firm, Linklaters, dur-
ing my second year at University. This came 
about during the study period, where I was fran-
tically cramming for an exam and being unable to 
ŘǊƛǾŜΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘǳŎƪ ŀǘ Ƴȅ 5ŀŘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎΦ 
While there, I started chatting to a young lawyer 
who was in Australia for the week, he asked what 
I was studying etc, and this culminated in the age 
ƻƭŘ ƭƛƴŜΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΦέ bƻǿ 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ōǳǘ L ƘŀŘ ŀ 
somewhat jaded view of these types of offers. 
Every now and again someone you meet out and 
about will make a similar offer and when you try 
ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ΨȄΩ 
who suggests you apply online or else they fob 
ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΩ ƭƛƴŜΦ 
So without much hope, I duly waited until after 
exams and sent him an email asking him if there 
was any work experience available. To my sur-
prise within a couple of days he had responded 
with an offer of a few weeks up in London at the 
end of the year in their Projects Department. 

  

This experience was invaluable to me. As part of 
my work I had to ghost read draft contracts be-
tween international Corporations, research and 
write a memo on the effect of new Legislation on 
foreign companies wishing to do business in the 
UK, and attend meetings between a German and 
a English company negotiating a partnership, 
(this part was especially fun owing to the theat-
rics on both sides, there was name calling, accu-
sations of deceit and on one occasion an entire 
team got up and stormed out). It was also the 
first illustration I had of the differences between 
University work and real work. During a meeting 
between the associates I enquired about some 

minor formality all their contracts seemed to 
contain. The lawyer who answered me cited a 
case and everyone else started laughing. It was a 
bit of a joke to them, as it was the first time any 
of them had had to cite a case authority since 
they left Law School (Take that Bruce Bott!). The 
people I worked with were all exceptionally 
friendly and they always had time to answer any 
question I had, no matter how basic it may have 
seemed to them. 

 

As fantastic as this was one of the main lessons I 
took away from this experience was always to 
chase up the half offers. You may follow up on a 
few dead ends but even if one of the opportuni-
ties results in work experience it is well worth the 
effort. This theory has served me well so far at 
law school. Just last semester I managed to se-
cure some work experience with Tom Percy QC 
after meeting him while writing up my court re-
port for Evidence. Lawyers were law students 
once as well, and they realise that every law stu-
ŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ΨǊŜŀƭ 
ƭƛŦŜΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
lucky it could result in an unparalleled  

opportunity. 

 

 Editor: Claire Hawke-Gundill 
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Thank you for your invaluable 
contributions 
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CL E R K I N G  I N  L O N D O N  

John Holt and Jen Kirk in London 


